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ment of Soviet democracy, did not introduce any change in the
relations of church and state in the Soviet Union. As before, reli-
gious rights were limited to the exercise of the cult within church
buildings, and freedom of faith", without any right to proselytize
or engage in missionary activities, was paired with unconditional
freedom of anti-religious propaganda.
The relatively conciliatory attitude towards religion, first shown
by the Soviet government in 1934-35, proved to be of short dura-
tion. In the autumn of 1937 there came a sudden, reversal which
the authorities themselves subsequently connected with the first
elections to the Supreme Soviet of the Union held on the basis of
the new constitution. The idea was to eliminate the possibility of
supposedly counter-revolutionary churchmen influencing the elec-
tions. A considerable number of bishops and priests were arrested
and tried for alleged acts of espionage and sabotage in the inter-
ests of foreign powers or for planning to overthrow the Soviet
regime. Simultaneously many churches were closed and, accord-
ing to some calculations, their number even exceeded that of the
previous large-scale closure of 1929-30. It was significant, however,
that governmental spokesmen took pains to draw a distinction be-
tween the leaders of the church, many of whom were suspected to
be irreconcilable enemies of the regime, and the rank and file of
the believers whose loyalty was not doubted. Neither were the pre-
viously granted minor concessions -withdrawn during this outburst
of the old hostility towards the church.
Apparently the same underlying reasons that had prompted the
conciliatory measures of 1934-35 continued to be in force, and were
even more pressing than before, as since January 1939 a new phase
of development set in which has been described as the "new reli-
gious policy" of the Soviet government.1 This time special instruc-
tions were issued to stop attempts at liquidating religion with one
stroke or to combat it by administrative measures, such as the dos-
ing of churches, It was officially admitted that in the preceding
period anti-religious propaganda had been overdone, and govern-
mental and party agencies were cautioned not to offend the reli-
gious sentiment of the believers. Moreover, the new change in
1 Ci. N. S. Timashejff, **Hcligion in Soviet Russia," Tkattg&t, voL XV, No. 56,
March 1940. This is the best brief discussion of the subject in KngHsh.